
CIVIL ENGINEERING
ACADEMY PODCAST
Hosted By Isaac Oakeson

JULY 28TH, 2020 | TUESDAY

EPISODE 41 -  COLLEGE, INTERN AND FE TIPS WITH JED-JASON 

Today’s guest is Jed-Jason Ramos, who
has recently gotten the post of project
engineer with the Walsh Group, one of the
largest builders in North America, after
being an intern at this very same company
twice, in 2018 and 2019. Despite the fact
that he has just graduated from college,
Jed has some good insights to share with
both those who are still in school and
those who are already practicing in the
field.

Born in Hawaii, raised in Southern
California, Jed has been exposed to math
and science since a very young age. His
parents would quiz him on math and
science flashcards every single day before
going to bed, which helped him to develop
a love for these two disciplines. On top of
that, his father is a civil engineer, currently
running a design and surveying firm, and
his two older sisters also went for science-
related courses, with one of them actually
choosing civil engineering as her major.
This family background and childhood
experience could not lead to anything
different than a major in civil engineering.

However, he had an ambitious goal before
going to college. After turning 17, he
graduated from high school and went to
school at Brigham Young University-Idaho
with the goal of completing this schooling
period of his life within the suggested 4
years. However, after his sophomore year,
he went on a mission with his church as a
volunteer for two years. When he came
back, he had to face what he describes as
one of his biggest challenges: Competency
Exam. An assessment exam so that he
could go back to school and complete the
remaining two years. He failed his first two
attempts and was told that the format would
change after his third try and that, if he
wasn’t able to pass it this time, he would
have to discuss his education alternatives
with someone high-ranked within the
engineering department. At this moment, he
discovered that he works pretty well under
pressure, and was able to pass the exam
and continue with his studies.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jed-jason-ramos
http://www.walshgroup.com/
https://www.byui.edu/
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After securing two internships with the
Walsh Group, Jed points out that seeking
these internship opportunities is
something that any undergraduate should
do pretty early in their academic career.
The main reason is that it shows to
employers how proactive and willing to
learn you are since an early stage in your
career. Also, this will give you the
opportunity to experience the many
different sub-disciplines you can pursue
within the field and help you figure out
what you truly want to do with your career.
Maybe you want to work on the structural
side of projects, or maybe you’re leaned
towards the geotechnical aspects of them.
He also points out that professors can be a
great way to find these internships. In fact,
they are the ones with experience in the
field you may be interested in, and a lot of
contacts that can be helpful. Therefore,
reaching out to them can be a great way to
find a summer internship, for example.

His interview with Isaac features insights
about how he uses Simon Sinek’s theory
of "The Why” to approach any task he
encounters in life, big and small, how a
book written by the curator of TED, Chris
Anderson, helps him to better connect with
people, and how the Rubber Duck Method
can help people solve problems. This is a
great episode for literally anyone. Check
this out and don’t forget to visit our home
base for all things civil engineering,
whether it’s related to the FE, PE, or
practice materials.

Resources

Jed-Jason - jed.jason.ramos@gmail.com

The Ultimate Civil FE Review Course - If
you are preparing for the civil FE exam
then we have the course to help you get it
done.  Check it out!

Civil Engineering Academy - If you need
exams, solved problems or courses, make
sure to check out our home base

CEA Community – Haven’t joined up on
our free community?  What’s wrong with
you?  J/K.  Ok, just go there and join a
group of like-minded civil engineers!

https://twitter.com/CivilEngAcad
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPeFLBZ2gk0uO5M9uE2zj0Q
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qp0HIF3SfI4
https://www.amazon.com/TED-Talks-Official-Public-Speaking/dp/1328710289
https://rubberduckdebugging.com/
https://civilfereviewcourse.com/
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1682344491800869/

