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Understanding how the exam is structured
and what some of the statistics are can be
a pretty good starting point. The PE is
divided between two periods, the Breadth
Exam in the morning and the Depth Exam
in the afternoon. The Breadth Exam has a
total of 80 questions, equally weighted,
with a pass rate of about 65% of all those
who take the test, and there are
approximately 15.000 test takers each year.
The usual passing grade is 56 out 80,
which leads test takers to aim, at least, at
70% of the entire exam.

Everyone who is serious about not only
taking, but passing the PE, should devote
at least 15-20 hours a week, including
weekends, to studying and practicing
problems. A good performance on an exam
starts way back in the preparation period,
when test takers plan, organize, analyze
and schedule study periods, as well as look
for the best study materials available. The
CERM, or the Civil Engineering Reference
Manual has been the go-to resource for
many people over the years and it’s still the
“800-pound Gorilla”, according to Mark.
Thus, you can easily get the CERM, or any
other book, with a 15% discount by going to
CEA’s partner’s website
www.civilengineeringacademy.com/ppi and
use our code CIVAC.
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The PE Exam can be a true obstacle that
almost every engineer, both those young
engineers just out of college and those
already with some field experience, will
face at some point in their lives. Therefore,
knowing some tips and strategies to deal
with the exam as a whole, from studying
habits while preparing for it to how to
control yourself on test day, can come in
handy. That’s what Isaac and Mark discuss
in this new episode of the Civil
Engineering Academy Podcast.

The several disciplines of the field are not
equally tested during the exam, with
construction-related questions making up
the biggest portion of the test (about 30%)
and structural-related questions coming in
second (about 20%).

https://ppi2pass.com/?partnerid=CEA15&redir=%2F&utm_source=CEA15affiliate


This preparation time can be tough and
difficult to maintain over the course of many
months prior to the test itself. That’s true.
However, if you find like-minded people who
may also be studying and getting ready to
take the test, you have a great chance to
connect with these people, share what you
know and what you still haven’t understood,
so that you can go to the exam better
prepared. These people can be some of your
colleagues, if you’re already a practicing
engineer, or even people and communities
you can resort to whenever you feel you
need some help, either engineering-related
or not, so that you can keep your goal of
studying and do not give up on the exam
before taking it. There’s an easy way to find
these people. If you join CEA’s Facebook
group, you’ll find them immediately. Just go
to www.ceacommunity.com and enjoy your
conversations and discussions with many
other like-minded people.

Although the CERM has been the greatest
resource for many people, there other
options in the market worth having a look at.
Go to civilengineeringacademy.com/sope to
have a look at the School of PE’s materials
for those who want to take the exam. Also, if
you do not want to go through your copy of
the CERM every time you need a single
formula in order to solve whatever problem
you may be working on, check out CEA’s
The Ultimate Equation Reference Guide and
use the code DISCOUNT5ME to get $5 off. 
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Furthermore, if you need a refresher on
some of the topics in order to ace the
exam and get your license, don’t hesitate
to check out our Ultimate Civil PE Review
Course, with lots of lectures modules,
practice problems and more. If you’ve
been practicing engineering for some
time, some concepts that you may not
deal with on a daily basis may not be as
clear as the topics you handle every day,
so don’t forget to check this out!

Isaac and Mark discuss much more about
the PE, both the Breadth and the Depth
exams, mentioning interesting topics such
as organization with your materials, how
to relax before and on your test day, and
what to do if you find yourself staring at a
question you do not know how to solve.
Go check the full episode in order to know
exactly how to prepare and approach the
PE Exam. For more, check out our home
base.
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