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CEA 80 - THE NCEES 2020 ANNUAL REPORT IN REVIEW
As it does every year, the NCEES
organization has already released its
2020 Annual Report, in which it
provides an overview of the initiatives
it has been involved in, a roadmap of
what happened in the previous year,
and where it’s headed looking forward.
Today, Isaac walks us through some of
the most important points and how
they affect our licensure as
professional engineers, but also how
we prepare and take the FE, PE, and
SE exams.

Given its main goal of advancing
licensure for engineers and surveyors,
NCEES has always been very cautious
about possible threats to licensure that
can be harmful to the public’s safety.
Therefore, in an attempt to educate and
influence policymakers about the
importance of a professional license, the
organization has joined forces with an
initiative called the Alliance for
Responsible Professional License
(ARPL). The goal is to make it clear that
the public needs licensed professionals
to perform certain activities in order to
keep people safe. And according to a
survey conducted by ARPL, 70% of
respondents view professional licensure
as necessary for these professionals.

Sadly, COVID prevented the NCEES
from celebrating its 100-year mark as a
licensing organization responsible for
so many different fields. In 1920, a
meeting held in Chicago that brought
different engineering boards together
turned out to form what we know today
as the NCEES organization, which
oversees and regulates our job and
licensure as civil engineers. From that
point in time, the NCEES has evolved
and now it’s headquartered in South
Carolina, in a newly constructed, 70-
thousand square feet building. 

Since it’s an organization that aims at
advancing licensure for professionals
within the US, most of its efforts over its
100-year history has been focused on
the national market. However, this
annual report shows that the NCEES is
trying to expand internationally by
creating ways professionals can use the
qualifications they obtained in one



Resources

School of PE - Website

Purple Mattress - Website

NCEES - Website / Annual Report /
Advance Podcast

CEA Podcast Ep. 51 - Tim Miller

International Engineers Agreements -
IPEA / APEC

Ultimate Civil PE Review Course - Link

Ultimate Civil FE Review Course - Link

Civil Engineering Academy - If you need
exams, solved problems, or courses,
make sure to check out our home base.

Civil Engineering Academy's Youtube
Channel - Link

CEA Community – Haven’t joined up on
our free community?  What’s wrong
with you?  J/K.  Ok, just go there and
join a group of like-minded civil
engineers!

CEA Newsletter - Join over 4000
engineers like you and learn the tips
and tricks to passing the FE and PE. 
 We even have a free resource for you!

Reach out to Isaac -
isaac@civilengineeringacademy.com

country to do work in a different
country or even permanently practice
the profession there. To achieve this,
they’ve teamed up with other countries
on the International Professional
Engineers Agreement and the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation
Engineers Agreement. 

Due to COVID, the number of test
takers in the year of 2020 saw a steady
drop when compared to previous
years. That’s primarily because of all
the rescheduling that was necessary
as well as the social distancing rules
implemented by literally all US states.
They had about 38 thousand people for
the FE exam and 18 thousand people
for the PE exam, both including all
disciplines and not only civil
engineering. These represent 26% and
43% decreases in the number of FE
and PE test takers, respectively. These
numbers obviously led to a decrease
in their revenue, given that
administering such exams is their
bread and butter.
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Finally, the deadline for making the
Civil PE Exam go computer-based has
moved from 2023 to 2022. They’re
accelerating this transition in
particular because of COVID. While the
specifications may not change that
much, the way we prepare and take the
exam will change a lot. Therefore, even
though getting it done when it's CBT is
still possible, it will require a whole
new ball game from a test taker
perspective. So, if you can get it done,
2021 is the year. 
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