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CEA 72 - HOW MUCH PREPARATION DO YOU NEED TO
STUDY FOR THE PE EXAM?
We all know the PE license opens
doors to a variety of possibilities in our
careers, which also have their own
indirect benefits in our personal lives.
While we may decide to take the PE
exam with an eye on its future benefits,
most of us struggle with the basics:
How much time do I need to put in
every day? How should I organize my
study time? And how many months
before exam day should I start
preparing for it?

experience, which can vary from 2 to 4
years depending on the State you’re in,
you do not qualify to get your PE license,
even if you pass the exam.

Actually, the first step you need to take
is still a bit more bureaucratic than
hands-on. Before registering for the
exam, you need to verify if you
possess all the qualifications required
by the NCEES that allow you to take
the exam. These qualifications are the
usual four-year bachelor’s degree in
engineering from an ABET accredited
university and the engineering
experience signed off by a practicing
professional engineer. These elements
may not seem so important at first, but
they are in fact crucial. If you cannot
get a PE to sign off on your work

Now, let’s get to the more practical work:
how do you schedule your study time
and how many months before the exam
should you start preparing for it?
Although the answers to these
questions may vary depending on what
stage you’re at in your career and the
nature of the work you do, the golden
basic rule you should go for is: focus on
3-4 months of preparation, putting in
250-350+ hours of theory and practice
problems. That is, you have to look at
your weekdays and find the time to
study for the PE exam for at least 3
hours. Regarding your study schedule
during the weekends, you have to hit it
even harder. You have to go for 8 to 10
hours of study time. Even though this
will cause you to spend less time with
family and friends, this is for the benefit
of all of them, and especially you. Your
family will not only understand your
goal, but also support you in this
journey.



Resources

The Ultimate Civil FE Review Course -
Website

PE Starter Toolkit - Link

CEA Youtube Channel - Amazon

PPI - Website

School of PE - Website

Civil Engineering Academy - If you need
exams, solved problems, or courses,
make sure to check out our home base

CEA Community – Haven’t joined up on
our free community?  What’s wrong
with you?  J/K.  Ok, just go there and
join a group of like-minded civil
engineers!

CEA Newsletter - Join over 4000
engineers like you and learn the tips
and tricks to passing the FE and PE. 
 We even have a free resource for you!

Reach out to Isaac -
isaac@civilengineeringacademy.com

On one hand, for those who have been
out of school for a long time and do
not deal with technical civil
engineering concepts on a daily basis,
the time period needed to prepare for
the exam can be even longer. These
people will need more time to gather
their study materials and also get back
into “college mode” and re-learn to
study theory and do practice problems
again. On the other hand, those just
fresh out of college can take
advantage of the fact that many states
are decoupling the exam from the work
experience. This means that those
young engineers can take the exam
while the technical knowledge and
study habits are still in place.

The golden rule mentioned above will
be like a compass guiding you to the
right direction, but you don’t need to
stop there. Joining a course, like the
Ultimate Civil PE Review Course, can
really put you ahead of the game by
providing you with the exact topics
you’ll be tested on the exam while also
giving you access to tons of practice
problems, a community of like-minded
people going through the same
process in which you can share your
struggles and help other with theirs, as
well as expert help from CEA team
members. If you’re starting to prepare
for your exam, this is a must-listen
episode.
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