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CEA 70 - CRUSHING THE TRANSPORTATION PE EXAM
WITH SHANNON BERANEK
We’ve already touched on many cases
of people passing the PE exam later in
life, as well as on the temporary and
uncomfortable conditions we may face
in order to achieve something better
down the road. Today’s guest is an
example of both. After dealing with
medical issues that caused a 75% loss
of kidney function and being almost 20
years away from the civil engineering
arena, Shannon Beranek can proudly
say she’s a PE.

massive attack on her kidneys that got
her kidney function down to 25%. After
some expensive medical treatment, she
got out of it safe but with tons of medical
bills. This caused her to give up on civil
engineering, at least for the moment
being, and start to search for jobs in
industries that were able to pay more.
This got her into tech and gave her the
chance to work on some game-
developing companies, such as the
famous Zynga. The problem was that
these experiences in different industries
didn’t get her the kind of professional
life she wanted.

Born and raised in Illinois and a
granddaughter of a civil engineer from
her mother’s side, Shannon Beranek,
like any other 20-year-old, went to
college refusing the idea of spending
more than four years on an
undergraduate degree. It turns out that
she spent far more than eight years
because she’d done multiple degrees
at university and also went for her
master’s and a ABD on a PhD course.

However, Shannon has an auto-
immune disease called Lupus, and
during her master’s studies, she had a 

In july 2017, she decided to go back into
civil engineering by applying to a local
company in Urbana, Illinois, and getting
offered a job position within two weeks
of applying. After some time working at
this firm, she saw the need to take the
PE exam. That’s when she found the
Ultimate Civil PE Review Course by the
Civil Engineering Academy and gave it a
try. Shannon has now passed her exam
and is now on track to get her
professional license number.

http://civilpereviewcourse.com/


CEA Resources

Civil PE Review Course - Website

Civil FE Review Course - Website

Civil Engineering Academy - If you need
exams, solved problems or courses,
make sure to check out our home base

CEA Community – Haven’t joined up on
our free community?  What’s wrong
with you?  J/K.  Ok, just go there and
join a group of like-minded civil
engineers!

CEA Newsletter - Join over 4000
engineers like you and learn the tips
and tricks to passing the FE and PE. 
 We even have a free resource for you!

Reach out to Isaac -
isaac@civilengineeringacademy.com

@CivilEngAcad

Civil Engineering Academy

www.civilengineeringacademy.com

In this episode, Shannon shares some
golden tips for test takers, including
time management techniques during
the test and how they should schedule
their studying time when preparing for
the exam. Furthermore, she
emphasises the importance of
practicing as many sample problems
and tests as we can, while also sharing
some of the best resources she used
while preparing for the exam, such as
Dr. Goswami’s Civil Engineering PE
All-in-One Exam Guide: Breadth and
Depth and the Civil Engineering
Reference Manual, which you can get
with 15% by visiting PPI through our
link with the code CIVAC.

Resources Mentioned

Shannon Beranek -
slberanek@urbanaillinois.us 

Civil Engineering PE All-in-One Exam
Guide: Breadth and Depth - Amazon

Civil Engineering PE Practice Exams:
Breadth and Depth - Amazon

PPI - Website

School of PE - Website

CEA Episode 51 (Tim Miller - NCEES) -
Link

Purple Mattress - Website

KiwiCo - Website 
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