
CIVIL ENGINEERING
ACADEMY PODCAST
Hosted By Isaac Oakeson

DECEMBER 08TH, 2020 | TUESDAY

CEA 59 - BECOMING A BETTER PUBLIC SPEAKER WITH
NEIL THOMPSON 
Civil engineers, as with all the other
professionals within the STEM sector
(Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics), are undeniably
more comfortable with the “hard
skills” they are required to learn in
school than they are with some, if not
all, “soft skills”. However, once they
start working, they realize that these
soft, interpersonal skills can be just as
valuable for their careers as their
math-focused, college-trained
competences. Or even worse, they
may end up having to use more of the
former than the latter. Today’s guest is
a living example that people in STEM
can definitely acquire and master such
interpersonal skills to excel both in
their professional and personal lives.

called Teach the Geek to Speak,
concisely outlines the step-by-step
process needed to overcome the fear of
public speaking and become good at it,
while the second, called Ask Uncle Neil:
Why Is My Hair Curly?, is a children’s
book that focuses on removing the
barriers between black kids and a career
in STEM, if they want to pursue such a
goal.

Neil Thompson is a speaker, writer,
entrepreneur and a professional
engineer who runs Teach The Geek To
Speak, an online course dedicated to
teaching public speaking skills
specifically to people within STEM.
He’s the author of two books. The first,

Neil started out his career by earning
both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree
in product development engineering.
Since his company didn’t hire a project
manager, he was chosen to take on that
role. However, what he didn’t know was
that it included giving project status
updates to senior management on a
monthly basis in the form of
presentations. After some failed
attempts, he realized he needed to
improve at this. Now, he’s combined all
the things he learned over time with
these monthly presentations in the form
of an online course and has put it out to
help others achieve the same level of 

https://www.amazon.com/Teach-Geek-Speak-Neil-Thompson/dp/0578410117
http://askuncleneil.com/
https://teachthegeek.thinkific.com/courses/teach-the-geek-to-speak?ref=6b89e9


mastery and further their careers Resources

Civil Engineering Academy - If you
need exams, solved problems or
courses, make sure to check out our
home base

CEA Community – Haven’t joined up
on our free community?  What’s
wrong with you?  J/K.  Ok, just go
there and join a group of like-minded
civil engineers!

CEA Newsletter - Join over 4000
engineers like you and learn the tips
and tricks to passing the FE and PE. 
 We even have a free resource for
you!

Civil PE Review Course - The only
thing you need to ace the PE exam;

Civil FE Review Course - The only
thing you need to ace the FE exam;

Reach out to Isaac -
isaac@civilengineeringacademy.com

@CivilEngAcad

Civil Engineering Academy

www.civilengineeringacademy.com

Isaac and Neil walk us through the top
tips regarding presentations, both
related to how to act when giving them
and how to structure our slides and
visuals so that our audience can in fact
listen to what we’re saying. In addition,
Neil paints a totally different picture of
the difference between introverts and
extroverts, as well as why the idea that
introverts are not good at public
speaking is the biggest lie ever. Neils
also runs a Youtube channel where he
interviews scientists and engineers who
do public speaking and share how this
one skill has benefited them.

https://civilengineeringacademy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1682344491800869/
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/join-our-newsletter
https://civilpereviewcourse.com/
https://civilfereviewcourse.com/
https://twitter.com/CivilEngAcad
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPeFLBZ2gk0uO5M9uE2zj0Q
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCW-8BcMcqnJLAYOhJtwy5wQ

