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CEA 59 - PASS THE CIVIL FE EXAM WITH DJ LESLIE 

Going through engineering school is
hard, and, with no doubt or
counterargument, taking the
professional exams that come after we
finish it is just as complicated. Some
people believe that taking the FE exam
right after school is the best option,
since they will have the engineering
content fresh on their minds. However,
others get so busy with family- and
work-related stuff that devoting hours
to studying for the exam on a daily
basis seems a barrier in itself, what
causes them to postpone it — most of
the time indefinitely. Today’s guest is
the living proof that being some time
disconnected from college and exam
settings is not that much of an
obstacle.

bit easier, others have to go through the
process of ‘finding themselves’ and
attempting different things until one of
them stands out. DJ’s path into civil
engineering is the intersection of both.
He’s older brother is a civil engineer and
his father is an electrician with
significant experience in the
construction industry. D. J. also had an
early interest in math and science when
he was young, but still not quite sure if
this was the path he wanted to go for.
After trying different engineering
courses, he found himself in the civil
engineering realm.

Today’s interview is with D. J. Leslie, a
civil engineer who graduated from the
University of Alabama at Birmingham
(UAB) and has been working as
construction inspector at Volkert, Inc.
for about 5 years. While some people
have role models and early interests
that make choosing a college major a 

He started out doing some basic paving
jobs, working closely with the Alabama
Department of Transportation (ALDOT).
But then he moved to a much larger
project: a three-phase intersection
redesign between the two major
interstates in Birmingham, the I-65 and I-
59/20, in which he helped build a bridge
that is 160 feet up in the air with 42
spans. This project led him to develop a
really good knowledge of bridge building
aspects.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/d-j-leslie-eit-58356a5a
https://www.uab.edu/home/
https://volkert.com/
https://www.dot.state.al.us/
https://5920bridge.com/


Earlier this year, as an engineer with a 5-
year experience in the field and away
from exam settings for some time, he
decided to take the FE exam in October.
As a way to help him recall all the
content that is tested on exam day, as
well as to keep him on track to get a
passing grade and connected with
people who know how the exam works,
he enrolled in the Ultimate Civil FE
Review Course. D. J. goes on to mention
some features of the course that stood
out to him, such as the huge bank of
problems available and the practice
exams that give a realistic preview of
how exam day looks like.

Resources

Civil Engineering Academy - If you
need exams, solved problems or
courses, make sure to check out our
home base

CEA Community – Haven’t joined up
on our free community?  What’s
wrong with you?  J/K.  Ok, just go
there and join a group of like-minded
civil engineers!

CEA Newsletter - Join over 4000
engineers like you and learn the tips
and tricks to passing the FE and PE. 
 We even have a free resource for
you!

Civil PE Review Course - The only
thing you need to ace the PE exam;

Civil FE Review Course - The only
thing you need to ace the FE exam;

Reach out to Isaac -
isaac@civilengineeringacademy.com

@CivilEngAcad

Civil Engineering Academy

www.civilengineeringacademy.com

D.J and Isaac also dive deep into the
many other aspects, including how
Arthur Benjamin's book Secrets of
Mental Math: The Mathemagician's
Guide to Lightning Calculation and
Amazing Math Tricks  and Disney+’s
show Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey
can provide helpful insights for
engineers, whether you’re in civil or not.
Furthermore, D.J. clarifies some
misbeliefs people may have concerning
their own value as a person and a
professional depending on external
things that may have failed at or have
not managed to obtain. According to
him, “Believe in your value no matter
what place you're in”.

https://civilfereviewcourse.com/
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1682344491800869/
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/join-our-newsletter
https://civilpereviewcourse.com/
https://civilfereviewcourse.com/
https://twitter.com/CivilEngAcad
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPeFLBZ2gk0uO5M9uE2zj0Q
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Secrets-Mental-Math-Mathemagicians-Calculation/dp/0307338401/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&qid=1606760328&refinements=p_27%3AMichael+Shermer&s=books&sr=1-5
https://www.disneyplus.com/pt-br/series/cosmos-a-spacetime-odyssey/3AAcsJhhmU10

