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Everyone has a different story about
how they got into Civil Engineering.
While some people had a love for the
problem-solving process of
mathematics and physics from an
early age, others discovered their
passions for one specific area or
discipline of the field a little bit later in
life. Today, we go through the story of
how someone who was pretty familiar
with the military went up to an officer
of the USPHS Commissioned Corps,
got himself a summer job, and has
been with the Union Health Service for
18 years.

utility consultation, and helping them
out with the operation and maintenance
of their systems. He works closely with
the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA), making
sure health-related regulations are put
into practice for indian populations,
such as the Safe Drinking Water Act and
Clean Water Act.

People always think of other countries
whenever the topic being discussed is
access to safe, clean water and
sanitation. However, and unfortunately,
we do not need to look too far away from
our homes. According to Charles, in the
Southwest of the US alone, more than
12,000 families don’t have water coming
to their houses, either by choice or
circumstances. He dives into how
enlightening it is to work with tribal
folks, as well as how amazing it is to see
the looks on the family's faces when he
provides them with safe drinking water
and a safe way to dispose of their
wastewater.

Today’s special guest is Charles
Thompson, the  Indian Health Service
Wastewater Engineer, who studied
Engineering at the University of Maine
and graduated in 2005. He has already
worked in many places across the
country, including Nevada, New
Mexico, California, and currently in
New England. His work involves doing
water, wastewater and solid-waste
projects, providing the tribes with 



Charles, a “late bloomer” as he calls
himself, talks about his experience with
the PE exam, as well as how hard it can
be, especially for those who haven’t
dealt with school material and concepts
for a long time. Therefore, he took the
Ultimate Civil PE Review Course in
order to take the exam — which he did
in October — and, today, he explains
how it helped him prepare for the exam,
providing him with lots of lecture
modules and an extensive list of
problems to practice.

Commissioned Corps of the U.S.
Public Health Service - USPHS

Wastewater Treatment and Reuse -
Amazon

The Civil Engineering Handbook -
Amazon

Civil Engineering Academy - If you
need exams, solved problems or
courses, make sure to check out our
home base

CEA Community – Haven’t joined up
on our free community?  What’s
wrong with you?  J/K.  Ok, just go
there and join a group of like-minded
civil engineers!

CEA Newsletter - Join over 4000
engineers like you and learn the tips
and tricks to passing the FE and PE. 
 We even have a free resource for
you!

Civil PE Review Course - The only
thing you need to ace the PE exam;

Civil FE Review Course - The only
thing you need to ace the FE exam;

Reach out to Isaac -
isaac@civilengineeringacademy.com

@CivilEngAcad

Civil Engineering Academy

www.civilengineeringacademy.com

Resources

Charles Thompson’s Email -
chuck1166@hotmail.com

University of Maine - UMaine

United States Environmental Protection
Agency - USEPA

Indian Health Service - IHS

This is a must-listen episode for literally
anyone out there. Charles really brings
the civil engineering field to its core
essence, which is using the technical
knowledge and problem-solving skills
we have to positively impact
communities and society as a whole, by
building high-quality, safe structures
people will be using daily, and providing
necessary services to everyone, such as
water and sanitation.

https://www.usphs.gov/
https://www.amazon.com/Wastewater-Treatment-Reuse-Examples-Two/dp/149876200X
https://www.amazon.com/Civil-Engineering-Handbook-New-Directions/dp/0849309581
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1682344491800869/
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/join-our-newsletter
https://civilpereviewcourse.com/
https://civilfereviewcourse.com/
https://twitter.com/CivilEngAcad
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPeFLBZ2gk0uO5M9uE2zj0Q
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/
https://umaine.edu/
https://www.epa.gov/
https://www.ihs.gov/

