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Powered by social movements all over
the world, women are getting more and
more space, visibility and respect
within areas of expertise that were
mainly dominated by men some time
ago, such as natural sciences and
engineering. Even though progress is
being made, many women still go
through uncomfortable situations in
which their capabilities get suppressed
just because they are women, and they
have to hear all different kinds of
inappropriate jokes and comments,
such as “I’ve never met a good female
engineer”. This is what today’s guest,
Melissa Brady, heard from her own
project manager at one of the
companies she worked for early on in
her career.

majority of the large projects they
handle, and she also helps other PMs
manage the business side of projects.
Despite being directed towards
architecture while still in elementary
school, her bigger brother talked her
into engineering, and she decided to
take that path. She has had experience
in pretty much all of the different
disciplines of civil engineering,
eventually finding her passion for
transportation engineering after finding
out that structural engineering, land
development, and water resources were
not the right fit.

Melissa is a senior consultant engineer
for the roadway-highway team, and a
local project operations manager at WSP
in Orange County, California. This
means she is the project manager for the 

When she got into the transportation
field, she was in Salt Lake City and the
Utah Department of Transportation
(UDOT) had just released the
Mountainview Corridor project. After
some polite requests (insistence) to
connect with the PMs, she got a job offer
and, given that she used to say that she
would never become a transportation



Check out the full episode for more
details and insights and don’t forget to
check out our home base for everything
civil engineering.

Another great piece of advice is to
make connections with people in the
community. Engineering is a
collaborative field and we never know
when our connections and the people
we know will be helpful not only for
our needs, but also when they need us
and our knowledge. That’s why
Melissa advises that we “get to know
everyone and anyone you can within
our community. Build those
friendships, those relationships”.

Resources Available

Melissa Brady - LinkedIn

WSP - Website

UDOT - Website / Mountainview Corridor

WTS - Website

NSCE - Website

Melissa’s Book Recommendation -
PMBOK

Chloe, The Engineer - @chloetheengineer

Civil Engineering Academy - If you need
exams, solved problems or courses,
make sure to check out our home base

CEA Community – Haven’t joined up on
our free community?  What’s wrong with
you?  J/K.  Ok, just go there and join a
group of like-minded civil engineers!

Reach out to Isaac -
isaac@civilengineeringacademy.com

@CivilEngAcad

Civil Engineering Academy

www.civilengineeringacademy.com

engineer while still in school, she
proved to herself that we should never
simply block the possibilities out. She
ended up enjoying all the aspects that
go behind a transportation project and
she advises future engineers to not
automatically block things out.

Melissa and Isaac dives into the details
of her life as a mother and an engineer,
how she deals with her work-life
balance, especially now with COVID
and the work-from-home culture, her
experiences as a woman in the field,
the hardships she had to face for
being a woman in engineering, and
many tips for the aspiring engineer of
the future. Listen to the full episode
and enjoy this inspirational story,
without forgetting to visit our home
base for everything civil engineering.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/melissabrady
https://www.wsp.com/
https://www.udot.utah.gov/connect/
https://mountainview.udot.utah.gov/
https://www.wtsinternational.org/
https://www.asce.org/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1628251840/ref=as_li_qf_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=civilengina0c-20&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1628251840&linkId=3ab1aa68fefbe654aeb7c52860315ca4
https://www.instagram.com/chloetheengineer/
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1682344491800869/
https://twitter.com/CivilEngAcad
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPeFLBZ2gk0uO5M9uE2zj0Q
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/

