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EPISODE 44 - JEFF CASTILLO
We’re all familiar with the fact that
every single person has a distinctly
moving and interesting story of how
they got into Civil Engineering and the
various obstacles each of them had to
face while pursuing that path, ranging
from family responsibilities to personal
difficulties in learning a specific
subject. Today, Isaac brings another
one of these incredible stories by
talking to Jeff Castillo, a fascinating
guy with an arduous past, including
being homeless for about a year
(That’s right!) and getting arrested
(That’s right, again!) a couple of times.

In fact, he thought he would try to
become a mechanic, given that his real
dad was a mechanic. One day, on his
way to school with his mother, she
mentioned the possibility of going to
college and getting a degree in
mechanical engineering, since she knew
he liked math and that he had thought of
becoming a mechanic. And that’s
basically how he got into the field,
receiving his bachelor degree from the
Brigham Young University, Idaho

He recalls his past experience in the
construction field and the time he spent
with his construction boss. He got his
first construction job when he was 17
years old and he literally knew nothing
about it. As a result, most of the people
involved in the job wanted him fired
because he didn’t know a thing. So, he
had to start learning the construction
aspects by himself. This necessity
motivated Jeff to pick up a habit that
remained throughout his college days
and is still present today, and this habit
is to be proactive enough to teach
yourself the basics of the subjects and 

Even though his passion for math is
what makes his story somewhat
similar to the stories of most people
who go for engineering programs as
their career choices, the similarities
sort of end here. Jeff and his little
sister lived in his mother’s car for
about eight months and they drove all
the way from Texas to California in that
vehicle. His parents were divorced
when he was a kid and he never
thought of going to college at all.

https://www.byui.edu/


Check out the full episode for more
details and insights and don’t forget to
check out our home base for everything
civil engineering.

One of the skills that he considers
crucially important for an engineer is
the ability to know how to manage
money. The financial aspect of things
plays a big role in almost everything
today, and with civil engineering it
would not be different. Projects have
deadlines and budgets, and the
effective engineer needs to be able to
manage both of them. When do you
know you’re reaching the budget
amount? What should you do then?
Here, he suggests one of Dave
Ramsey’s books called The Total
Money Makeover to build your
financial knowledge.

Resources Available

Civil Engineering Academy - If you need
exams, solved problems or courses,
make sure to check out our home base

CEA Community – Haven’t joined up on
our free community?  What’s wrong with
you?  J/K.  Ok, just go there and join a
group of like-minded civil engineers!

CEA's Episode on PDH's - Top Tips and
Advice Regarding Professional
Development Hours.

Reach out to Isaac -
isaac@civilengineeringacademy.com

@CivilEngAcad

Civil Engineering Academy

www.civilengineeringacademy.com

things that you want to know.
According to his college professor:
“How teachable are you to yourself?”
By cultivating this habit, Jeff has
taught himself some of the most
commonly used softwares within the
civil engineering arena, such as
AutoCAD, Revit, MicroStation, and
HAC-RES. He used platforms such as
Linkedin Learning, Udemy and a
AutoCAD-focused website called The
Source CAD.

Jeff is a true warrior, given all the
setbacks and adversities he has already
encountered early in his life, and is the
living example of one of his mantras,
which he learned with his construction
boss: “You can have anything you want
in the world as long as you're willing to
work for it”.

https://www.amazon.com/Total-Money-Makeover-Classic-Financial-ebook/dp/B00DNBE8P6
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1682344491800869/
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/cea-42-top-tips-and-advice-regarding-professional-development-hours/
https://twitter.com/CivilEngAcad
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPeFLBZ2gk0uO5M9uE2zj0Q
https://civilengineeringacademy.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/learning/
https://www.udemy.com/?persist_locale=&locale=en_US
https://thesourcecad.com/

